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Season Off to a Slow Start
BY Anthony Gilbert

Girls Soccer Begins Regional Season With 5-1 Record
BY Anthony Gilbert
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Jordan Bennett, junior, grasps the ball out of mid air, while a Copper 
Hills opponent attempts to take it.  He successfully caught the ball, 
helping RHS win the game.
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Girls Soccer Varsity Player Amanda Mathews, Senior, puts in great effort to steal the ball from her op-
ponent.  RHS played at Bingham and lost 0-2 on September 16.

The start to the 2009 football 
season has been an rough one.  In 
RHS only two losses this season, 
both have come with mistakes 
that are problems that can be 
solved. In their first game against 
American Fork, Riverton turned 
the ball over too many times.

In their second  loss against 
Lonepeak, the defense played 
well. But the special teams play 
was weak. There was only one 
good part about both the losses, 
and that is the mistakes made can 
be fixed.

“So far this season we are pro-
gressing and getting better each 
week,” said Head Coach Mike 
Miller.

On the offensive side of the ball, 
the running game has averaged 
275.0 rushing yards per game. 
The offense as a whole is averag-
ing 396.5 total yards per games 
according to MaxPreps (max-
preps.com) as of September 17. 

On the other side of the ball, 
the defense has forced a turnover 
every game according to Brent 
Hawkins, Defensive Coordinator/
Assistant Head Coach.

“The turnovers forced are an 
attribute to good preparation and 
great pursuit of the ball, our de-
fense if very fast and very smart,” 
said Hawkins.

The defense has also accumu-
lated 14.0 sacks on the season for 
a total loss of 49 yards. Cole Os-

borne leads the team in sacks with 
4.0 and 38 total tackles through 
five games as of September 22.

“I would like the defense to im-
prove on starting games with bet-
ter energy and set the tone better 
for a physical game,” said Hawk-
ins.

Bingham Head Coach David 
Peck, said RHS gives Bingham a 
tough time.

“Their offense is different than 
any other offense that we play,” 
said Peck.

Senior Offensive guard, and de-
fensive end, Cody Ward said.

 “The season has taken some un-
expected turns, but in the end it 
has only made us a stronger and 
closer team.”

RHS also has some needed 

After a rough start to the year, 
the varsity girls  soccer team is 
having a good start to region 
play. The team finished 1-4 in the 
preseason, but in region play the 
team is 5-1, as of September 21. 

In the 5 region wins, the team 
has averaged just over six goals 
per game and has not allowed one 
goal in those games according to 
the RHS website (rivertonhigh.
com). Despite the rough 
preseason, Head Coach Paul 
Moizer hopes that in the long run 
it will help the team.

Some positives to this team, 
according to Moizer, are that the 
team works well together, has 
skilled players, and the players 
have a team first attitude. But 
when there are positives, there are 
also negatives.

“Team speed worries me a little. 
They really need to push hard to 
get over the hump. We also start 
games slowly,” said Moizer.

The team does not rely on one 
or two players to get through a 

game, according to  Assistant 
Coach  Bill DeBruyn. 

DeBruyn also agrees that the 
team gets off to a slow start.

“We tend not to be very 
aggressive at the beginning of 
games and we let other teams 
dictate the pace of the game,” 
said DeBruyn. 

Moizer also likes the chemistry 
of the team. 

“Everyone seems to get along 
well and there are no attitudes on 
this team,” said Moizer.

Both coaches agree that the 
surprise player this year has been 
Amanda Matthews, senior.

“She has really improved this 
year. She is a scoring threat every 
time she touches the ball,” said 
DeBruyn.

About his expectations for 
the rest of the season, Moizer 
said,“We would like to win region 
and compete well at state.”

DeBruyn also loves the support 
the team has been getting.

“The support we have been 
getting is very pleasing. It is 
tremendous and it really helps the 
team work hard when there are 

crazy fans screaming and cheering 
for them from the sidelines.” 

The team’s next upcoming 

games are at Kearns on September 
30 and home against Bingham on 
October 7. 

They are the last two games 
of the season and are very 
important for seeding in the state 
tournament.

strengths, according to Ward.
“We are an extremely athletic 

team full of players with desire 
and heart,” said Ward.

Miller has also seen some posi-
tives of this team.

“Offensively, we proved we can 
move the ball, and defensively 
we have shown that we can shut 
down and offense,” said Miller.

Miller wants to take the rest of 
the season one game at a time 
when asked if there was any 
game in particular for the rest of 
the season.

While many are looking forward 
to the Alta and Bingham games, 
do not overlook any of the other 
teams on RHS’s schedule. 

A clear shot of the 
RHS field on the 
homecoming game 
night, from the 20 
yeard line.  The field 
extends across to 
the opponents side.
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