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Season off
to
Slow Start

District Must
Cut 20 Million
Dollars From
School
Programs

By MARY HAMNER

With the recent recession
and costly district split, Jordan
School District has made several
proposals to balance the money
loss.

After their original plan to raise
property tax 40 percent was shot
down at their public meeting on
August 4, they came back a week
later to announce that they had
changed raising property taxes to
20 percent.

According to the district, since
the state cut the funding to Utah
schools by 20 million dollars,
the district tried to recover the
money through the property tax,
but decided against it due to the
public upheaval at the increase.

Peggy Jo Kennett, Jordan
School District President, said,
“Because we took the money
out of our resource fund, the 20
million dollars must be made up
from school programs during the
next few years.”

“What do you cut? What I'm
afraid of is that they will take
it out of the arts and move it to
[sports],” said Tom Bard, a Jordan
District resident.

Kennett also said that the school
district will meet later this year to
decide what will be cut and where
they will send the money.

The state has stopped sending
extra money to pay teachers for
ten professional days.

“No one had an actual pay
decrease, but they won’t be
getting that extra money in their
paycheck that they have been
depending on,” said Kennett.

One of the problems that most
of the citizens addressed during
the public opinion segment at
the August meeting was that the
district was too ‘“bloated,” and
that they needed to eliminate
most of the administration.

Story continues on page 4
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" New School Built Especially for

District’s Mentally Disabled Children

By JENN STALEY

In Jordan School District, there
are now two schools, the South
Valley School located at 8400 S.
Redwood Road, West Jordan, and
the other, Kauri Sue Hamilton
School, located 2827 West 13400
South, in Riverton.

Kauri Sue Hamilton, built for
children with mental disabilities,
is presided over by Rita Bouillon.
When the district split, and the
school was built, the school was
in need of a faculty and students.

“60 percent of our kids came
out to [Riverton] and 40 percent
stayed there, and 60 percent of our
staff came here, so 85 percent of
our staff came from South Valley
School,” Bouillon said.

“All of the students stay with a
certain set of teachers for at least
three years, so moving together to
anew location would be beneficial
for both students and teachers,”
Bouillon said about move.

“We had 24 classrooms over at
South Valley, and here we have
16, so we try to keep it about 2
kids for every teacher. Some
classrooms have two kids per
teacher and some have three per
teacher. [But over at Jordan],
our music room had become a
classroom, our faculty rooms had
become a classroom, so we keep
hiring the teachers we needed,
and we just ran out of space,”
Bouillon said.

Bouillon said that 160 children
currently enrolled at Kauri Sue
Hamilton School all have started
out in a Child Development
center. The teachers and nurses
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A student at Kauri Sue Hamilton School plays with some toys. The school was built for the mentally
disabled children in the Riverton area.

bathe them, change them, and
teach them. A growing bond is
established from a very young age
to ensure that these children and
young adults can become semi-
independent members of their
households and group homes.

Karen Peer, the school’s
psychologist said, “Each child is
unique and important here. Our
school makes every child feel
loved, wanted, and watched over.
Educating these children is a huge
task, but many are glad to be a
part of it.”

Bouillon adds that as the older

students embark out into the
community, there is a certain
amount of unpredictability. Many
do not even know about this new
school built right at the foot of
their own doorsteps.

As awareness rises up and the
school becomes slightly more
established, Bouillon said she is
assured that Kauri Sue Hamilton
School will become a cherished
part of the community.

The Hamiltons, long time
members of Riverton’s
community, had donated the plot
of land to the district for a school

to be built. Kauri Sue Hamilton,
the school’s namesake, attended
several different schools in Jordan
School District throughout her
grade school career. Hamilton is
now 41 years old, and her family
wanted to pay homage to the
schools and teachers and people
that made their daughter’s life a
bit easier.

Bouillon, the principal, knows
that that is the goal of Kauri Sue
Hamilton School,

“To make these special
children’s lives a bit easier,” said
Bouillon.

Multitasking Doesn’t Save Time

By HEIDI STROMBERG

Multitaskers apparently can’t
multitask.

Scientists are now saying that
when someone attempts to do
many things at once, either the
quality of their work suffers, or
it takes them longer to perform
those tasks.

“Some can get a lot done,”

said Anita Nielsen, the school
psychologist at RHS, “Then there
are the ADHD multitaskers who
start one task and just jump to
another.”

Inastudy conducted at Stanford
University (news.stanford.edu),
published August 24, 2009, it was
proven that multitaskers can’t sort
out irrelevant information. People
who claimed they could multi task
were shown two red rectangles,

either alone or surrounded by two,
four, or six blue rectangles. Each
picture was shown twice. The
participants had to determine if
the position of the red rectangles
had changed between pictures.
Those who were in the “high
multitaskers” group had very low
results.

“They just don’t filter
[information] as well,” said
Nielsen. “A lot of it depends on

the person, [and] how they’re
hard wired.”

Multitasking also slows down
reaction time. For example, if
the driver texts while driving,
they don’t really pay attention to
the road. Another car could pull
out in front of them, and they
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