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Nightmare Soundtrack Gets RebootAuthor Brings Nightmares To Life

BY Heidi Stromberg

Look out “Twilight” fans, there’s a new 
series in town.

Darren Shan is an ordinary kid, living 
in an ordinary town, leading an ordinary 
life. But then a mysterious freak show, 
run by a man named Mr. Tall, arrives in 
town, and turns his 
world on its head. 
Now Shan must 
make an agoniz-
ing decision be-
tween the death 
of a friend and the 
death of life as he 
knows it.

First published 
in 2000 by Col-
lins, “Cirque Du 
Freak: A Living 
Nightmare” by 
Darren Shan is a 
thrilling novel full 
of mystery, sus-
pense, and blood-
curdling action. 
The exquisite sto-
ry line is so full of 
unexpected twists 
and surprises, 
such as discover-
ing a vampire at 
the freak show, 
that the reader 
is sucked into a 
whirlpool of intrigue and 
creatures of the night. It 
is the fi rst book in the “Cirque Du Freak” 
series.

The story is told in the fi rst person voice 
of Darren Shan. Typically, such insight 
into the protagonist’s mind makes the sto-
ry even more relatable to oneself. How-
ever, this view also limits the reader’s 
ability to understand the thought process-
es of the other characters. This limitation 
adds to the tension of the tale because the 
thoughts behind the actions of the villains 
are unknown until they are explained di-
rectly to Shan.

Shan’s style is unique, complex, and 
entertaining. Though “Cirque Du Freak” 
is almost juvenile in thickness, readers of 
most ages are able to enjoy the fantastic 
world, which Shan spins like an ever-
growing spider’s web of macabre deeds 

and chilling discoveries.
Shan begins his story with a warning, 

“Real life’s nasty. It’s cruel… Evil often 
wins.” Indeed, in this dark tale full of grat-
ifying ghoulish touches, evil does seem to 
win more often than it does in most works 
of fi ction. 

Despite his best intentions after be-
ing turned into a half-vampire, Shan is 
forced to leave his family behind because 

if he doesn’t, 
he might end 
up killing one 
of them. In the 
process of fak-
ing his death, 
Shan’s best 
friend, Steve 
Leonard, be-
comes his sworn 
enemy. Perhaps 
our happily-ev-
er-after saturat-
ed minds argue 
against such 
fi ctional her-
esy, but perhaps 
this “sacrilege” 
is what makes 
Shan’s story so 
attractive.

The “Cirque 
Du Freak” se-
ries has been 
getting so much 
attention re-
cently because 
Warner Broth-
ers has made 

a movie based on the books. “Cirque Du 
Freak: The Vampire’s Assistant” attempts 
to bridge the gap between old fashioned, 
gothic Dracula fi lms and the sappy teen-
age romance story that is “Twilight”.

Heaps of praise should be poured upon 
Shan’s thrilling saga about a boy’s journey 
into the world of the bizarrely sinister. If 
you’re looking for 
a story full of an-
ticipation and pe-
culiar characters, 
and you’re willing 
to overlook a few 
grammatical er-
rors, then “Cirque 
Du Freak: A Liv-
ing Nightmare” is 
the place to begin.

Unlike the original soundtrack for “The 
Nightmare before Christmas,” “Night-
mare Revisited” renewed the sounds with 
upbeat tempos. This album 
has all the tracks from the 
original soundtrack updated 
by various artists.

Each artist on the album 
had taken their own twist to 
each song, making the song 
their own. The songs are all 
distinct from Danny Elf-
man’s original work.

The track “This is Hal-
loween” is one of the main 
songs from the fi lm. Mari-
lyn Manson’s remake gives 
a creepy feel to it. Manson 
makes the song darker and 
more sinister.

Manson is more known 
for his disturbing lyrics and 
frightening look. With the work on 
“This is Halloween,” I believe he cre-
ates one of the best covers on the album.

The baleful track 
“Kidnap the Sandy 
Claws” by Korn is a 
wonderful remake. 
The dark, metal sense 
shows how mischie-
vous the song is.

Rise Against’s cov-
er of “Making Christ-
mas” shows the tal-

ent of the band. The song sounds like it 
should be one of their singles. The band 
kept their sound while making an excel-
lent remake. 

Amy Lee’s remake of “Sally’s Song” is 
one of the best works on the album. Lee was 
originally with the band “Evanescence.” 
Although her voice 
is much deeper than 
Sally, she didn’t cease 
to make the song any 
less beau- tiful. 

T h e o v e r t u r e s 
were also c o v e r e d . 
The Vita- min String 
Q u a r t e t , DeVotchka, 
and Yoshida are some of the bands to cov-
er the more classical tracks. Even though 
it is classical, each artist gave a different 
take on each song.

The album has very few fl aws, but still 
could have used some work. The song 
“Jack’s Obsession,” covered by Sparkle-
horse was unexpected. The song was 
unique but didn’t resemble the rest of the 

album.
“Jack’s Obsession” was very slow paced, 

and had an eerie singer. The singer didn’t 
capture the t w i s t e d 
d a r k n e s s the rest of 
the album has.

“ N i g h t - mare Re-
visited,” is a wonder-
ful album. The covers 
do not bring shame on 
to the origi- nal works.  
I would rec- ommend it, 
not just to fans of the 
movie, but simply for 
the music. Most tracks are unique for any 
listener.

BY Bianca Garcia
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