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Father Doesn’t “Step” up       
to the Plate

“Haunted Forest” 
Filled With Frights
Halloween 2009 marks the 

twentieth anniversary of Utah’s 
f a m o u s 
“ H a u n t e d 
Forest” in 
A m e r i c a n 
Fork.  With 
20 years of 
experience, 
they are 
now known 
as one of 
the state’s 
best haunted 
attractions.
The attraction lies inside 

220,000 square feet of terror, and 
even before you enter the actual 
forest, there are many things to 
make your blood curdle, your 
spine tingle, and your skin tight.
Ominous gun shots and the 

sounds of roaring chainsaws 
can be heard from outside the 
attraction.  Attendees should 
also look out for various ghouls 
lurking around, including an 
extraordinarily tall creature that 
has a tendency to sneak up behind 
guests while waiting in line.
Once past the fi rst gate, another 

line awaits, which was rather 
annoying.  However, if you’re 
looking to avoid the line for a 
moment, there is a concession 
stand, picture booths, and even a 
warming fi re.
“The Haunted Forest” begins 

with your group inside a small 
room, where you’re introduced 
to the maniacal “Billy,” the 
infamous puppet from the “Saw” 
movie franchise, and the frights 
begin.
Inside, guests will be greeted 

by deranged hillbillies, knife 
wielding murders, and various 
movie villains including Freddy 
Krueger, Jason Voorhees, Samara 
(from “The Ring”), and Pinhead 
along with others.
Some of the most disturbing areas 

of the forest are the village where 
a newborn baby, still attached 
to the umbilical cord, is being 
carried around with its mother 

screaming in guests’ faces, and an 
Amazon-esque forest fi lled with 
many gruesome surprises.
The animatronics are top notch.  

There are numerous realistic 
ghouls waiting to pop out, fl y up, 
twist around, and scare the pants 
off of anyone around.
Because the attraction lies 

within an actual forest, people 
planning to go should dress 
warm.  Long pants, and jackets 
are recommended, as well as 
shoes one wouldn’t mind getting 
a little dirty, because the path 
could easily be turned to mud in 
acclimate weather.
“The  Haunted Forest” is defi nitely 

worth the $20 entrance fee. The 
offi cial website (Hauntedutah.
com/hauntedforest) claims it’s 
“twice as long as the average 
haunt,” with most people taking 
around an hour to fi nd their way 
out of the winding maze.
It’s no wonder the forest has been 

open for twenty years because it 
will undoubtedly scare anyone 
who dares enter. 

A remake of the 1987 suspense 
fi lm, “The Stepfather”, was num-
ber fi ve in theatres with an es-
timated box offi ce number of 
12,300,000, as of Oct 18, accord-
ing to the Box Offi ce Mojo web-
site (Boxoffi cemojo.com). 

Director Nelson McCormick 
put together a horror/thriller fi lm 
starring actors Dylan Walsh, Sela 
Ward, and Penn Badgely.  In the 
beginning, a man (Walsh) is mak-
ing his morning cup of coffee in 
his lovely Salt Lake City home 
while his wife and two children 
lay lifeless on the fl oor. He es-
capes to Portland, Oregon where 
he moves in on his next victim 
(Ward) while posing as “David 
Harris.”

After six months of dating, her 
oldest son, Michael (Badgely), 
returns from military school to 
meet his soon-to-be stepfather. 
Later, after hearing some suspi-
cious rumors from the friendly 
neighborhood “cat lady,” Michael 
decides to do some research on 
David to see if he is really who he 
claims to be. 

Michael Discovers that David is 
a wanted man in Salt Lake City, 
Utah for murdering his wife and 
two children. He is also wanted 
for the suspicion of the murders 
of other mothers and their chil-
dren. 

Michael must fi gure out a way 
to prove that David is not really 
the man he is pretending to be, 
but it is not an easy mission for 
him, due to the fact that David is 
watching his every move to sabo-
tage any evidence that he may 
fi nd. 

David goes to several serious 
extremes to stop his new fam-
ily from discovering who he re-
ally is.  He even kills the friendly 
neighborhood “cat lady” after she 
discovered that he is a dangerous, 
wanted man. 

Although the movie was sus-
penseful, and somewhat enter-

taining, the ending 
did not tie togeth-
er as well as it 
could have. It 
had a twist, 
but it was 
also ex-
t r e m e l y 
predic t -
able.

 The 
m o v i e 
defi nitely 
had its 
dull mo-
ments, but 
it still kept 
viewers alert 
for what might 
happen next. The 
movie created some 
disappointment, due 
to the fact that 
the main 
character, 
D a v i d , 
basically 
just went 
a r o u n d 
k i l l i n g 
everyone 
who got in 
his way. 

I felt that the 
movie could have 
been set up better 
and been much 
more in-depth by 
adding more detail 
to the story line. 

According to the 
Box Offi ce Mojo 
website, the movie’s 
project budget was 
$20 million. I think that 
with a project budget as 
big as that, the producers 
could have done a much 
better job by adding more 
effects to the movie. 

According to the International 
Movie Database website (imbd.
com) this movie was rated PG-
13 for intense sequences of vio-
lence, disturbing images, mature 
thematic material, and brief sen-
suality. 
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