
  Sports
Riverton High School             October 29, 200916

Varsity Hosts First Round of Playoffs

BY Kyliegh Billings

VARSITY FOOTBALL:

BY MICHAEL HOGAN

Dedicated Cross Country Team Finishes Sixth

 The RHS football team comes 
into the fi nal weeks of the season 
with a 4-1 record-taking second 
place in region, and beginning 
the playoffs with the home fi eld 
advantage. Things seem to have 
gone pretty well in the 09-10 
football season. 

Coach Mike Miller says the 
teams bonding as a whole has 
been a huge success. 

“I love how the young men are 
coming together to play as a team, 
which is always hard with over 80 
players.  I feel our senior class has 
done a great job making all the 
players from the sophomore level 
all the way to the varsity level feel 
a part of the program,” he said.

As the playoffs get closer, Miller 
feels the team still needs to start 
games a little faster but does not 
plan on changing the routine of 
practice at all.

“We’re going to prepare the 
same as we have all year,” he 
said.

The Silver Wolves Wing-T of-
fence (which is different than 
most teams in Utah) is doing an 
exceptional job with 1,954 rush-
ing yards and 766 receiving yards 
in the 2009 regular season ac-
cording to the Max Preps web site 
(www.Maxpreps.com).

The coaches were fully prepared 
to have a fast, furious, and domi-
nate defense this year according 

to defensive coordinator, Brent 
Hawkins.

“We have a very fast and very 

aggressive defense. Because of 
this we have tried to take advan-
tage by adjusting to a slightly new 

defensive scheme,” he said, “I am 
so proud to be part of this pro-
gram. We don’t compromise or 

cheat to be successful and are in 
the business of educating young 
men and teaching them to be bet-
ter people”

Overall the team’s offense is 
ranked eighteenth and the defense 
is ranked 30 in the state, as of 
October 13, on the High School 
Sports website (www.highschool-
sports.net) 

Coach Jonny Matich, head coach 
at Taylorsville High School, said 
he was not pleased with the out-
come after the RHS vs. Taylors-
ville game, which Riverton won 
57-6. 

Matich was upset about the 
game, but only had good things to 
say about the football program. 

“Coach Mike Miller is a class 
act. He is one of the best in the 
state. He always brings a solid 
game plan and a disciplined team. 
I have the utmost respect for 
Coach Miller,” he said.

 Wide receiver, Lucas Coles, ju-
nior, loves that in this program the 
players come together as brothers 
and everyone works towards the 
same goals as a team.  

 “Riverton football is different 
from all others because it’s not all 
about one person, or one player 
it’s about family and working to-
gether. I think that this year the 
team has accomplished more than 
any other team to walk at River-
ton, we have showed that football 
is not just a game,” he said. 
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Offense lines up in their punt formation against their opponent, Copperhills. Riverton ended their 
regular season with a overall record of 5-4.

Ranked sixth in the 5A division, 
RHS Cross Country team is work-
ing their way to the top.  

“The biggest struggle for the 
team has been to not goof off,”  
said Coach 
Jacob Garlick 
during an in-
terview. We 
really have no 
struggles. Ev-
eryone is dedi-
cated to the 
team. 

“The season 
has had a good start. Regions 
were a little disappointing but it’s 
been the best season RHS has had 
by for. For both boys and girls 
team,” he said.

The most physically demand-
ing meet for the athletes was the 
Kearns meet. 

The team trained hard for their 
state meet on Oct. 21 at Sugar 
House Park. 

Coach Garlick thinks that a few 
kids may have a problem with the 
pressure but overall he feels that 
the team will do well. They are 
hoping that they will rank in the 

top 5 at state. 
The top athletes are Chris Bar-

ney for the men’s team and Jen-
nica Carpenter for the women’s 
team. 

Jennica Carpenter got a 20:13.6 
time on a three mile run last year 
at state for women’s varsity.  

She placed 16th out of all 
the girls.
When asked what her fa-

vorite part about state was 
she quickly replied, “The 
fi nish.” 

“I would have liked to 
have a little faster kick at 
the end,” said Carpenter. 

To get ready for state she warms 
up and talks about strategies and 
tries to keep everyone calm. 

Chris Barney 16:29.3 time on 
the three mile run last year at state 
for men’s varsity. 

This year Barney placed 40th out 
of all the schools for men’s. 

Barney has a few pre race super-
stitions. “I always tie my shoe lac-
es a certain way and always wear 
mismatch socks,” he said with a 
smile on his face. “I wish I would 
have been healthy and faster.”  

“I wish we would have put it to-
gether on the course at the same 
time. We never had a great race 

at the same time as top 7,” said 
Barney. 

Both Barney and Carpenter 
agree that the team does an amaz-
ing job at working together and 
helping each other out when they 
are stressed. The both agree that 

the team work is amazing.
Overall both the girls and the 

boys team placed 7th out of all the 
schools. 

Alex Dunton placed 1st out of all 
of RHS. He is only a junior this 
year. 

Both the boys and the girls team 
did great at state and they are 
proud of themselves. Some would 
like to have done things better 
others wouldn’t change anything 
about their experience. 
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Everyday at three the team meets behind the school, and practices with prideful determination. This year 
the Cross country team fi nished sixth in their division. 

“The season has had a 

good start.”
~Coach Garlick


