Sports

Riverton High School
VOLLEYBALL PROFILE:

Team Captain Provides Inspiration for Team

Sports Briefs

Football

Riverton lost to Bingham
35-7

Next Game: Friday, Oct.
30 @ Riverton 5:00 p.m.

Volleyball
Riverton defeated Kearns
3-0 And Copper Hills 3-0

Swim Team

Nov 5 Riverton High
School @ Hillcrest
3:30pm

Nov. 6/7 Sand Hallow Fit-
ness @ St. George
Nov 12 Bingham @
Riverton

3:30pm

Nov 19 West Jordon @
Riverton

3:30 p.m.

Hockey club

Riverton beat payson 9-0
next game: Nov. 4 @
Utah Olympic Oval

8:00 p.m.

By Anthony Gilbert

Jessica Neilson, senior, leads
the girls volleyball team in prac-
tice and during games. Neilson
is an outstanding teammate who
plays outside hitter and is also
captain on the varsity girl’s vol-
leyball team. Neilson is also a
team captain.

This is Neilson’s fourth year
playing volleyball at RHS, ac-
cording to head coach, Trudy
Pecorelli.

Neilson was voted as one of the
team captains for this year’s team
by her teammates. Neilson has
helped the volleyball team get off
to a 16-8 as of Oct. 7, according
to the RHS website (www.river-
tonhigh.com).

She is very positive with her
teammates and always encour-
ages them to do their best.

“Her teammates look up to her
for advice and a positive pick me
up. She is very motivated to do
her best and help others do their
best,” said Pecorelli.

Emily Newman, junior, says that
Neilson is a good teammate.

“She is always constantly help-
ing you out and helping you im-
prove,” she said.

Abby Nicholas, senior, said
Neilson proves she is a good lead-
er by her actions in games.

“She is very positive and
never lets us get down on
ourselves,” she said.

Neilson has been
playing volleyball
since the sixth
grade.

“Volley-
ball  just
came nat-
urally to
me.” said
Nielson.

Nielson
says that her
sister is her
biggest reason of
inspiration for her
playing volleyball.

Her sister also
played for RHS.

Her favor-
ite  aspect
of vol-
leyball is
“getting a
kill down
the line.”

Neilson
believes
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that practice

is an opportu-

nity that RHS

can use to im-
prove.

“Practice

is good mo-

ments where

the team

can im-

prove and

become

more consistent.

It will help us win state
and region,” said

Nielson has had mixed thoughts
about this season.

“We have lots of potential and
places to improve,” said Neilson.

Pecorelli said that Neilson is a
very good leader and also a very
smart player.

“She knows if the set isn’t there,
to roll shot or cut shot. But if the
set is there she can pound it. She
has developed a nice serve that
keeps opponents on their toes,”
she said.

Neilson also takes school very

Neilson.

Bingham is
the toughest
opponent
RHS has
faced this
season,
according
to Neilson.

Practice is good moments
where the team can improve and

become more consistant.

~Jessica Nielson

“They are

very athlet-
ic. It is
always a big
game and
there is a lot
of pressure
to win the
game.”

seriously. She maintains a 3.9
GPA and she has applied for the
all state academic scholarships.
Neilson uses her spare time on
doing school work and work-
ing on improving her volleyball
skills.

Girls 10-7 Soccer Season Comes to a Satisfying Close

By Tiffanie
Butterfield

With a total of 10 wins and
seven losses the RHS girl soccer
team ends their season.The team
said they were happy with

also had a trust problem so the
ball wasn’t passed.”

The outside lives of the girls
don’t seem to have an effect on
their performance on the field.

cape and just play. Of course ev-
ery player gets stressed, but they
don’t let it show. Plus, it’s hard to
think about anything when you
think your legs are going to fall

off or your lungs are going

their season.

They had their ups, like
the game against Judge
at Rio Tinto, they were
in control of the pace of
the game and came from
behind to beat them said
coach Paul Moizer. And
they have their downs such
as not winning the region
games in the past two
years.

Moizer said, “lI am
pleased with the season,
the team improved and
played some great soccer.
| feel like we made some
great progress and have a
strong foundation for next
year.”

The girls seem to be level
headed and supportive of

to explode.

The girls actually want
their coaches to push
them. They all agree
that the harder they are
pushed the better they
will play.

Jade Colebrook said,
“Hard work comes from
the heart.”

Like in any sport ev-
eryone likes winning but
not only does Moizer
like the feeling a win-
ning game s gives but he
thinks winning validates
what they are working
on and shows the team
the results of hard work.
It’s much harder to sell
hard work when you lose
a lot.

each other. Of course, they
are competitive, but they
try not to be competitive
with each other. They un-
derstand that there is no
“I” in team, and you’re
only as strong as your weakest
player.

Senior Caitlyn Jacobson said,
“We had a lot of potential this
season. | think one of our prob-
lems was some of us just didn’t
have the heart and got lazy. We
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Number 14 ,Bailey Bath, attempting to score a goal.
The game against Bingham ended in a 2-0 loss for
the Lady Wolves.

For two hours every day, the girls
get to escape and not think about
boys, friends, school or family,
but get to focus on doing their
best at something they love.
Moizer said, “The practices and
games give them a chance to es-

“It’s tough to single out
one player, so many
players were key to
what we did. Amanda
Matthews and Katie
Bodily great at forward.
Jade Colebrook was
very solid in goal, and | could
go on. It’s hard to identify one as
more important than another in
a game like soccer. Fortunately
we had a very solid group.” said
Moizer.
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Kendra Gill kicks the ball down field in the game against Bingham on

Oct. 7.
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As Bingham opponent approaches the ball, freshmen Kendra Gill
stops and turns on a dime to retrieve the ball back onto Rivertons’s

side.




