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Street Racing Goes Networking
BY AUSTN WEBB

Car Idling the Problem or the Solution to Saving Gas, Cleaning the Air
Mary Hamner
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Speeding down on a road in some autumn backhills, these 
two cars also have unique engines and body work that 
required a lot of dedication.  The car on the left is GSX and 
the car on the right is a Suburu WRX.
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Two cars show off  
their speed and their 
expensive body work.  
The car on the left is 
a Suburu Legacy GT 
SPEC B, and the blue 
car on the right is a 
Mitsubishi Evolution.  

The California Energy 
Commission and the Obama-
Biden Administration have asked 
citizens to turn off their cars when 
idling for more than 15 minutes 
to help save gas and clean the air. 
According to the Californian 

Energy Commission (www.

consumerenergycenter.org), “For 
every two minutes a car is idling, 
it uses about the same amount 
of fuel it takes to go about one 
mile. Research indicates that 
the average person idles their 
car for 10 minutes a day.” 
Though turning off the car 

might save gas, it could also 
lose just as much gas as idling. 
“A rich air mixture is released 

when you turn ignition, you 
could waste as much gas 
when starting up,” said Jay 
Hales, auto shop teacher. 
Margerate Soderquist, a 

Bluffdale resident said “My 
gas lasts longer, but my main 
reason is to keep the air clean.” 

Although gasoline may 
be saved by turning off the 
engine, it can also cause your 
car to become worn out faster. 

“Continually turning your car on 
and off will put excessive stress 
on your battery and your starter 
will wear out quicker,” said Hales.

A battery’s price range can go from 
79 to 250 dollars and a starter 60 
to 170 dollars according to Hales. 

Hales said, “During this time of 
the year, you need to idle your car 
to clear frost from your windows 
to drive. Keep your car running 

unless you are going to be stopped 
for more than fi ve minutes.” 

Though turning off your car may 
save gas, it can also wear down 
your car and be more expensive, 
to pay for new batteries or a 
new starters, in the long term.

 Hales said that you have to idle 
your car to un-fog windows and 
to keep children warm during the 
cold season
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Street racing has and always will 
be popular throughout the world, 
especially in major areas. But is it 
popular in Riverton?

Riverton is connected to 
Bluffdale, which has a variety of 
rural areas. Racers use these areas 
to their advantage.

 “Racers fi nd unpopular streets 
and rural areas. They go at night 
on streets surrounded by fi elds 
that have a quick access out,” said 
Offi cer Kent Cameron.

Tyler Gust is the owner of a 2006 
Subaru WRX, he started modify-
ing from scratch and calls it his 
“baby”. If anyone knows about 
the racing scene, it’s Gust.

Tyler Gust stated “Me and my 
friends used to race up and down 
State Street back when it was le-
gal.”

He claims that “Racing is more 
like networking now,” meaning 
that racing is a lot more aggres-
sive and popular when you’re at 
a younger age, like a rebellious 
stage. Once you get older, the 
actual racing scene changes into 
networking so to speak. 

“It’s just about knowing the 
right people, I don’t race as much 
these days” says Gust “[now it’s 
about] knowing people to get new 
parts from.”

When getting new parts for cars, 
Gust simply said “Ebay is your 
best friend.” Knowing the right 
people can get you far in racing.

Cars that give police the most 
trouble, “Honda, Toyota and Mit-
subishi. Pretty much anything 
that racers can supp up.”

Gust and all of his friends drive 

around in WRX’s “Mitsubishi 
EVO’s are the worst competi-
tion.”

Racing may be a targeted prob-
lem here in Riverton and the 
United States, but things are a bit 
different in places such as Tokyo, 
Japan.

According to www.insideline.
com, in the article Forget the 
Movie: This is the Real Tokyo 
Drift by Erik Adelson it said “The 
cops? They don’t seem to care 
as long as the racing stops when 
they come by.”

The technical meaning of street 
racing in Utah’s Street Racing 
Law is “A person may not en-
gage in any motor vehicle speed 
contest or exhibition of speed 
on a highway; or aid or abet in 
any motor vehicle speed contest 
or exhibition on any highway. A 
person may not, in any manner, 
obstruct or place any barricade or 
obstruction or assist or participate 
in placing barricade or obstruc-

tion upon any highway for any 
purpose prohibited under Subsec-
tion.”

In English, www.utcodes.org
said street racing is “Illegally 
organized events with spectators 
and marked distances on public 
roadways or spontaneous racing 
with another car.”

www.utcodes.org also claims 
that street racing is only 1.1% of 
all citations issued per year. But 
that number is soon to rise. In 
1992, there were 150 drivers is-
sued with citations for street rac-
ing and in 2002 there were 400.

Males are also more likely to 
street race than women. 95% of 
street racers in the United States 
are males and only 5% of street 
racers are women.

According to www.cops.usdoj.
gov, data is hard to obtain on 
street racing and there is no soft-
ware yet available to make a data-
base on racers as well.


